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Dear Friends 
 
“Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength.” — Isaiah 40:31 
 
As we enter the season of Advent, we step into a sacred time marked by longing, expectation, 
and hope. Advent reminds us that God often works in seasons of waiting—sometimes quiet, 
sometimes difficult, but always purposeful. 
 
As a church community, we know this well. For many years we have been waiting for our 
building to be repaired and restored. We’ve endured delays, detours, and the uncertainty of not 
knowing exactly when things might be resolved. And yet, throughout this season, God has 
continued to remind us that He is present in the in-between places, working for our future and 
our good. 
 
Now, at last, we are beginning to see signs of hope—progress that once seemed far off is 
slowly, we hope, is beginning to emerge as the green shoots of more detailed negotiations on 
creating an adequate schedule of works. We long for a time where what was broken might be 
made whole again. So, just as glimmers of dawn seemingly break the long night again, these 
signs encourage us not just to look forward, knowing that there remains a long road ahead, but 
to look up. 
 
Advent teaches us that waiting is not wasted time. It is an invitation to trust more deeply, to 
notice God’s quiet work, and to prepare our hearts for what He is bringing to life. Mary waited. 
The prophets waited. All creation waited for Christ. And in that waiting, God was weaving 
redemption into the story. 
 
So as we journey through Advent together, may we embrace this season with renewed faith. 
Let us hold on to the promise that God strengthens those who wait on Him, and let us celebrate 
each new hopeful sign of restorations promise as a reminder that He is faithful—always moving, 
always working, even when we cannot yet see the full picture. 
 
May this Advent be a time of hope, gratitude, and joyful anticipation for what God is doing in 
our church and in our hearts.  Wishing you a blessed advent season, Christmas, and start to 
2026. 
 
Reverend Craig Gaffney 
 

 

News & Greetings 
from Forest Hill 

Methodist Church & Centre 
December 2025 to February 2026 

 



2 

 

 

Posting, Broadcasting and Praying 
 
Have you seen the five new colourful Nativity postage stamps, issued by Royal Mail for 
Christmas 2025?  Paula Doherty, an award-winning illustrator, designed the images of an angel, 
Mary and Joseph and the donkey, Mary and the infant Jesus and the shepherds and the three 
wise men. Others contributing to the production were Ben Quash, Professor of Christianity and 
the Arts at King's College, London and Professor Andrew Davison, Regius Professor of Divinity at 
Oxford University.  Royal Mail's David Gold said "For many people once the Christmas stamps go 
on sale, the seasonal preparations can begin". (Alan Jones 'i' newspaper 4th November 2025). 
 
There will be 'live' presentations between 7th and 13th December 2025 on radio and television 
by the Revd Sam Wells, Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields Church, Trafalgar Square and Hugh 
Dennis, Charity Ambassador for the Vicar's Relief Fund.  The Fund provides ways to prevent or 
relieve homelessness.  I once worked on the VRF and admired the practicality and promptness 
of the response to individual need including issuing an emergency grant to cover a month's rent 
on advance to secure a flat to let or money for a copy of a birth certificate as evidence of ID.  
These actions (after appropriate checks and with the support from a charity worker) were 
completed in days. Up to date, I continue to support the work of the VRF.  This Christmas 
Appeal marks the 99th Anniversary broadcast. 
 
Construction has just begun on the giant Wall of Prayer (expected completion in 2028).  The site 
is near Coleshill, in the Birmingham area, between the M6 and the M42, on land owned by Lord 
Edmiston, Christian billionaire-businessman (West Midlands motor trade).  There will be one 
million scannable bricks in the wall each carrying the story of how somebody's prayer was 
answered.  A smartphone pointed at a QR code will reveal the wording.  Lord Edmiston says the 
Wall's prayer-messages "Will remind our nation of God's goodness". 
 
The design of the Wall resembled a 'Mobius Strip' - like a twisted band - a rectangular strip with 
a half twist on one side.  Apparently, this shape has applications in mathematics, engineering, 
physics and art and was first described in 1858! (Metro 3.11.25).  The Wall will be 51m high, 
more than double the height of the Angel of the North.  So far, 120,000 prayer-messages have 
been submitted from 125 countries.  The project's chief executive and former chaplain of 
Leicester City Football Club, Richard Gamble, who trusts that the aim of the project will 
encourage people "going through the storms of life". 
 
Pam Dowling  
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“Threads Through the Bible” consists of three sets of wall hangings by textile artist Jacqui 
Parkinson. They are touring cathedrals, either individually or as a whole. “Threads Through 
Creation”, “Threads Through the Cross” and “Threads through Revelation” present a complete 
biblical narrative through 44 large silk panels. A few of us saw the first set at Southwark 
Cathedral last year and so we were keen to see “Threads through the Cross” which was at 
Guildford Cathedral during October. 
 
The panels are almost 3 metres high and feature over 25 million stitches. The varied shades of 
narrow frayed silk strips are laid horizontally to form the background before the figures are 
placed in position. There is an enormous amount of detail in each panel and the representation 
of each story is amazing. 
 
Jacqui became a Christian as a teenager and became fascinated by what was in the Bible. She 
wanted to produce artwork which everyone could understand and enjoy - and perhaps even 
bring them closer to experiencing God’s love.  
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She taught drama in a secondary school in South London and married a Methodist minister. It 
was through chance and on her husband’s suggestion that she went on a day’s course in 
embroidery - and became hooked. A degree in Embroidered Textiles followed. Seeing some of 
Marc Chagall’s huge paintings in France inspired her to “go big” with fabric and thread. 
 
Although each panel has the relevant actual quote from the Bible alongside, there is an 
additional piece of text explaining the story in language that people of any, or no, religion can 
read and understand. 
 
The panels continue to be on tour during 2026 at other cathedrals, including Bath Abbey, 
Chester and Lincoln. Do visit if you happen to be in the area at the right time! 
 
Brenda Renshaw 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday to 
 
December  Leah-Ann Leramoah on 2nd (Elizabeth Lightfoot-Taylor’s daughter), Margaret 
Johnson 3rd, Rita Sharman 6th, Bryma-Marcus Kajue (June Vamboi’s Son), Elsie Sutherland 9th, 
Alfred Thomas 10th, Elizabeth Lightfoot-Taylor and Cyrus Buckman (who will be 18) on 23rd, 
Kerrie Creasey, Lorna and Calvin Hayles 27th. 
 
January  Raphael Asaffo on 1st, Rory Williams on 2nd, Cheryl Blyden on 5th, Kayden Desir 
and Gloria Hayford on 12th, Ishani O’Connor on 20th, Ramesh Devaraj on 26th, Sylvester Coker-
Gibbs on 27th and Samuel Johnson on 30th. 
 
February Ross Andrew on 2nd, Sue Rhodes on 9th, Adrian Desir and Clair Bryan on 15th, 
Ashanti Blyden on 17th, Siphiwe Mnguni on 18th, Saira Bohan-Croft on 23rd and Raslyn Benn on 
24th. 

 
Songs of Praise 
 
Aled Jones and Rev. Kate Bottley presented the BBC programme of the nation’s favourite school 
assembly hymns on 23rd November. If you weren’t able to watch, you might be interested to 
hear what the twenty best loved hymns were. It’s a “generational choice” as hymns are 
probably only sung in Church Schools these days, but it’s interesting to see the mixture of old 
and new. The audience, from the Victoria Hall in Bolton, certainly sang with enjoyment! 
 
Top of the list at number one was Shine Jesus Shine, followed by: 
Give me oil in my lamp 
Lord of the dance 
All things bright and beautiful 
I the Lord of sea and sky 
One more step along the world I go 
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O Jesus I have promised 
Colours of day 
He’s got the whole world 
Make me a channel of your peace 
Morning has broken 
He who would valiant be 
e plough the fields 
Autumn days when the grass is jewelled 
Lord of all hopefulness 
When a knight won his spurs 
This little light of mine 
Cauliflowers fluffy and cabbages green 
The Lord’s my shepherd 
Go tell it on the mountain 
 
How many do you remember from school days? 
 
Brenda Renshaw 
 

 
 
 

 

 

At our Service on Sunday 19th October 
2025, in addition to your donations of 

food and items, we collected £90.00 for 
the Foodbank. 

 
The Benevolence Fund collection of 

£66.00 will be divided between  
All We Can and World Mission  

making totals of  
£53.00 for All We Can  

and £66.00 for World Mission. 
 

Our thanks for your generosity! 
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ORGANIST/PIANIST ROTA 
 

Date Preacher Service Organist/pianist 
 

7th December Craig Gaffney Toy & Gift Service 
All Age Worship 

Holy Communion 
2nd in Advent 

John Collis 

14th at 4pm – no 
morning service 

Craig Gaffney Candlelit 
Carol Service 
3rd in Advent 

John Collis 
 

21st  Lawrence  
Smye-Rumsby 

4th in Advent 
 

Sylvie Warner & 
Recorded Music 

 

25th at 10.30am Lesley Murray Christmas Day Sylvie Warner 
 

28th  - Joint at Wesley Hall - 
 

    

4th January Craig Gaffney 
 

Covenant 
Holy Communion 

John Collis 

11th  Chris Watkins  Catherine Chieng 
 

18th  - Circuit Morning 
 Service  

at Eltham Park 

- 
 

25th  Raphael Ayanfejesu  Ishani O’Connor 
 

    

1st February - Joint at Wesley Hall - 

8th  Craig Gaffney Holy Communion Catherine Chieng 
 

15th  Taiwo Dayo-Payne Healing John Collis 
 

22nd  Hilary Waterhouse  Ishani O’Connor 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Could I please have contributions for the March to May 2026 edition 
of News and Greetings by no later than Tuesday 17th February 2026.  

Thank you. Margaret Baker 


